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Message from President Eric Rudin

AT A LOSS
Dear Fellow Culver City Democrats United Members and Supporters,

I was going to write an uplifting message this month about the great work being done in Culver City. Our City Council majority led by Mayor Vera, Councilmember Eriksson, and Councilmember O’Brien have done a wonderful job making Culver City a better city for all of our community members and neighbors. I was going to culminate this message with a rundown of Mayor Vera’s State of the City speech from this past Thursday. Of particular note, Mayor Bass was in attendance and joined Mayor Vera on stage, a strong reminder that Culver City and Los Angeles have been working hand in hand to tackle major issues like homelessness in a unified manner. Lots of good news. But every time I sat down to write more than a few sentences, my mind kept coming back to October 7, 2023. Like many other Jews and people impacted by the horrific massacre, I can’t shake it.

In the past month, I have spent far too much time watching clips that look like they were taken out of an action movie that won the Oscar for Best Visual Effects. Videos and images depicting raped women, their bodies paraded around by Hamas to gleeful crowds in Gaza. Murdered babies. Kidnapped civilians ranging in age from infant to Holocaust survivor. The initial shock of those images on October 7 was bad enough. I have thought about why I continue to re-watch the clips and read about the hostages. I don’t have an answer yet. 

As the shock of Hamas’ terrorist attack was still sinking in that day, an aftershock occurred. The Democratic Socialists of America (“DSA”) were promoting a rally to support . . . Hamas? Israel had not taken any actions against Hamas and yet the DSA sought fit to celebrate the mass death of Jews. Israeli families were still struggling to find loved ones, identify bodies, confirm the worst, and yet the DSA was promoting a “Free Palestine” rally for the very next day. I put “Free Palestine” in quotes because the DSA’s October 7, 2023 statement tells you all you need to know about how much this was not about Palestinians but rather about hatred of Israel: “Today’s events are a direct result of Israel’s apartheid regime—a regime that receives billions in funding from the United States.” It was so disgusting that it caused even some of its longest tenured members to publicly renounce and disassociate from the DSA. They promoted a pro-Hamas rally in the immediate aftermath of the worst day for global Jewry since the Holocaust. Since. The. Holocaust.




To nobody’s surprise, numerous “Free Palestine” rallies have been filled with antisemitic images and chants. But they haven’t stopped there. The “protestors” have graffitied Jewish establishments like Canter’s Deli not too far from us, vandalized synagogues, and even firebombed synagogues. In Russia, locals got word that a flight was coming in from Tel Aviv. The flight passengers were greeted with a pogrom. Just yesterday, a 69-year-old Jewish man was killed in what has been deemed a homicide as the man gathered with a friend to support Israel in Thousand Oaks. I used to think, “Maybe some of my fellow liberals are right. Maybe these ‘Free Palestine’ protests really are about support for Palestinians and not about eliminating Israel. Maybe they just disagree with Israeli policies like the expanded settlements in the West Bank and it isn’t about hating Jews?” That fairy tale has been put to rest along with the “anti-Zionism isn’t antisemitism” myth. 

I have said this many times and I’ll say it again. It is not antisemitic to criticize Israeli policy or politicians. It is not antisemitic to protest Israeli government actions. In fact, in the months prior to October 7, hundreds of thousands of Israelis protested Prime Minister Netanyahu’s authoritarian grab for power otherwise known as “judicial reform.” There is nothing wrong with peacefully protesting Israeli government actions. But as we’ve seen, so many of the Free Palestine rallies have largely been against Israel’s existence and Jews. How quickly the world forgot about October 7 and transitioned right back to the status quo of spreading hatred of Jews.

Why am I writing about this as President of a local Democratic club? I have a few reasons. First, and most obviously, I am Jewish, and this is incredibly important to me personally. Additionally, as I am sure you remember and/or saw, the issue is of great importance to our club, as evidenced by our unanimously adopted Resolution following October 7.

Further, as I wrote about in my June message, sadly, and disgustingly, our Culver City Unified School District has a recent history of antisemitism emanating from our District and School Board. Moreover, following October 7, our District leaders and School Board decided to release a statement. Prior to releasing the statement, they sought the counsel of Rabbi Shapiro of Temple Akiba here in Culver City. Rabbi Shapiro expressed his disapproval of a proposed statement and offered an alternative, one that expressed solidarity with Israel, the United States, and the Palestinian people affected by Hamas terrorists. What did the District and School Board do? They left out Israel and included the Palestinian people portion only. The message is and has been clear: CCUSD does not stand with Israel and does not stand with its Jewish community. We thought that was the case when CCUSD took away Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year for Jews worldwide, as a school holiday despite LAUSD, Santa Monica-Malibu USD, and BHUSD’s maintaining Yom Kippur as a school holiday. Now we know.





I want to give you a little more context. On Yom Kippur, Rabbi Shapiro gave an incredibly brave sermon. He dedicated his sermon to the preservation of democracy in Israel, taking a stand against Prime Minister Netanyahu’s power grab. Think about that for a moment. Our Rabbi, in his most important message he will give all year, criticized the Israeli government for the sake of democracy and peace. That same Rabbi is the one that CCUSD’s leadership and Board leaders used and ignored following the horrific massacre of October 7. 

I went to the October 10, 2023 School Board meeting because I, like Rabbi Shapiro and some fellow CCUSD parents, needed to tell them that what they did was hateful, wrong, and inexcusable. I felt the glares of Board President Amezola, who was the first signatory on the disgusting statement, and Board Vice President Kelly Kent, whose antisemitic behavior is well documented. I, like so many others, needed them to see that Jew hatred is not going to go unanswered. I will note that our Interim Superintendent, Dr. Martinez- Poulin, apologized for signing the statement. Dr. Martinez-Poulin and I have spoken since that day and she has expressed a desire to work with the Jewish community. I will try and have faith in the District; however, to date, nobody on the School Board or in District leadership has condemned, at least not publicly, the antisemitism emanating from the School Board or VP Kent’s continued usage of “CCUSD” on her X (formerly Twitter) handle, which she uses to spread vile Jew hatred.

Finally, I am writing about this issue because, as you know, it’s not enough to identify problems, we must find solutions. The problems in Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank are on the one hand quite complex, but the solution can be broken down into a simple idea. Peace will come when the Palestinian people are represented by leaders who care more about Palestinian lives than they do about Jewish deaths. In other words, we need to have pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian voices instead of only pro-Israel and anti-Israel voices. The people left out in the current dynamic are the Palestinian people who suffer because nobody at the helm and nobody in the international community has taken any actual steps to help Palestinians. Being anti-Israel does not help Palestinian civilians. It helps Hamas and the PA.

For example, let’s say that tomorrow, Hamas wins the war, eradicates Israel, and kills every Jew. They and the Palestinian Authority take over the land. Women will continue to be subjugated, members of the LGBTQ+ community will continue to live in fear, and those in power over the Palestinians will continue to enrich themselves at the expense of Palestinian citizens. They will then blame the Jews and call on Palestinian citizens to become killers of Jews. Do you think a $50 million private jet for the PA President Mahmoud Abbas is a good way to spend Palestinian funds? A better question: Will the “Free Palestine” movement protest the ways in which Hamas and the PA cheat and deprive their own people of basic human rights or the basic needs of living? No, of course not. If they cared, they would have done so already.



So, what is needed? A leader like Former Prime Minister of the PA, Salam Fayyad. Former PM Fayyad was no Israel fan; however, he cared about the Palestinian people whom he served. He worked to stop corruption, published the PA’s budget online, invested in infrastructure, and as he did so, hostilities between Israel and Palestinians in the West Bank diminished. Why? Because someone in charge of the West Bank enabled Palestinian citizens to live and have hope of better days ahead. The West Bank, during the Great Recession but under Former PM Fayyad’s leadership experienced 9% growth between 2008 and 2010.

Former PM Fayyad cared far more about the lives of Palestinian citizens than the death of Jews. Thomas Friedman of the New York Times was sadly prescient in 2013 when PM Fayyad was ousted and Friedman predicted his ouster would be the end of the possibility of peace. Why? In order for the PA to cut a deal with Hamas, Fayyad had to go because Hamas couldn’t have someone in power who wanted Palestinians to care about their own lives. Hamas needs martyrs, not a middle class. The Palestinians, Israelis, and anyone who cares about peace need a Salam Fayyad, someone who acts in the best interests of Palestinians. On that day, the two-state solution will have a chance. Until then, the cycle of death will continue.

As for antisemitism here in Culver City, I don’t have a solution other than to say that I am proud to be a part of our Club that has told our community that we will continue to fight against antisemitism as part of a united front. I also want to tell anyone who is not Jewish but who has reached out, I and so many others appreciate the caring and support from every single one of you. The words “thank you” are not strong enough. I also want to thank Mayor Vera and Councilmembers Eriksson, O’Brien, and Puza for adopting a Resolution in support of Israel, the Jewish community, and Palestinian civilians impacted by Hamas’ terror. 

In conclusion, we, both as a Jewish community, and as a community as a whole, will survive and thrive as we always have, and we will do so by coming together rather than letting those filled with hate tear us apart. 
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Best regards,

Eric Rudin
					Culver City Democrats Untied President 

P.S. Dear Media, stop reporting Hamas’ fake statistics. Every civilian death is a tragedy, and it is disgusting to make up fake deaths as Hamas does. Remember the math that matters: Every dead Israeli is a win for Hamas and every dead Palestinian civilian is a win for Hamas. Death is a Hamas win no matter whose innocent life is ended. Don’t be a part of Hamas’ propaganda machine.
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